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Jetstream 
Concepts 
keeps 
plenty 
busy in 
northern 
California

47 BOATING Sportsman

We Can
Fix That!

Technology is an amazing thing. 
The very concept that was supposed 
to simplify modern life somehow 
made it more complicated. Free up 
more time and suddenly you've got 
more on your plate to worry about. 
It's no wonder the late 20th Century 
has made the 21st Century a century 
of one-stop shopping. But because 
everything is becoming more special-
ized, as far as maintenance is con-
cerned, it's getting more dif® cult to 
® nd repair shops that are one-stop 
shopping.

If you live in or around northern 
California and need your aluminum 
boat repaired, however, that isn't a 
problem. Jetstream Concepts, located 
in Yuba City, Calif., is an aluminum 
guru that can truly say, ªWe can ® x 
that!º

They specialize in your beloved all-
welded aluminum, doing everything 
except outboard repairs. They con-
duct both major and minor repairs to 
inboard motors and jet units, as well 
as major hull modi® cations, special-
ized aluminum marine repairs, rigging, 
custom fabrication, structural repairs, 
accessory installations and insurance 
work.

As northern California's premium 
jet boat repair center, Jetstream 
Concepts has quite the service area: 
extending from the Paci® c Coast to 
Reno, Nev., and as far south as Tracy, 
Calif.

Jetstream's California destiny 
began in New Zealand, the home of 

the jet boat. New Zealand native Phil 
Taylor spent 25-plus years building, re-
pairing and racing jet boats, and was a 
part of the research and development 
team for Hamilton Jet. He brought his 
expertise with him to California when 
he immigrated in 1998 as part of a 
boat racing team. He was hired on by 
Bruce Wassom, the owner of Rogue 
Jet Boatworks, as head of the rigging 
department. It was here in northern 
California that he met and married his 
current business and lifetime partner, 
Maggie.

The transition from rigging depart-
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ment to self-employment was a 
natural one. 

ªFriends and fellow boat rac-
ers who have all-aluminum boats 
constantly complained about not 
knowing where to take them for 
repairs,º Maggie says.

While most people have a har-
rowing experience starting their 
own businesses, the process wasn't 
very dif® cult for the Taylors. Bor-
rowing a shop from a good friend, 
they opened their doors on New 
Year's Day in 2003 and found them-
selves with a full plate. At the end 
of their ® rst year, word of mouth 
had spread so rapidly they had no 
choice but to move into a bigger 
facility of their own in Yuba City. 
They've been there ever since.

ªNinety-® ve percent of our 
business from day one has come 
from word of mouth, whether law 
enforcement or ® shing guides.º

If business success is all about 
location, location, location, then 
Yuba City was a bull's-eye target. 
Being almost as close to the Ne-
vada border as it is from the Paci® c 
Coast, Yuba City was perfectly 
centralized north-to-south as well 
as east-to-west, and they had quick 
and easy access to two riversÐ

Feather River and Yuba River, though they primarily use the Feather 
River because it has the closest ramp and the deepest water. 

Over the years, they've developed a unique and highly special-
ized understanding of the aluminum jet boat and the clients who 
utilize itÐweekend warriors, quiet retirees and commercial ® shing 
guides alike. However, the Taylors found there was an unexpected 
void waiting to be ® lled: law enforcement. Because the town 
straddles two counties, Yuba and Sutter, law enforcement person-
nel from both counties had a conveniently placed repair shop to re-
pair their jet boats, and they gladly spread the word to other sheriff 
departments and state agencies.

ªIt's not a huge percentage, but it's time-consuming. Between 
law enforcement and ® shing guides, we stay pretty busy year-
round,º Maggie says.

During the fall and winter, more major cosmetic projects are 
undertakenÐthe necessary but small details such as re-vinyling 
or modi® cations that must take a backseat to major repairs in the 
summer, when boats absolutely must be running and out on the 
water.

ªAs soon as the sun comes out in late March through late Au-
gust, it's the more serious stuff.º

Nowadays, Jetstream Concepts employs two full-time employ-
ees to help Phil and Maggie meet the growing demand.

Jetstream Concepts has factory authorization for warranty work 
on Hamilton Jet, American Turbine, Marine Power, Kodiak and 
many others. They have also worked successfully with nearly all 
major aluminum boat manufacturers in the western United States 
to perform warranty repairs, and are an approved vendor for the 
Department of General Services for the State of California. 

The continued success of Jetstream Concepts is in large part 
due to their specialized knowledge as well as their broad range of 
customer service to complement the mechanical service, making 
Jetstream a one-stop specialty marine repair center.

Jetstream Concepts 301 D Burns Dr. Unit 2 
Yuba City, Calif.

Phone: 530-742-5752 or 530-674-0659
Website: www.jetstreamgroup.net

Maintenance Tips
1. Familiarize yourself with the correct 

operation and maintenance of all your boat's 
systemsÐengine, jet unit, electrical, accessories 
(graphs, auto pilots, etc.). The more you know 
about the systems, the better you can maintain 
them properly.

2. Perform regular maintenance in accor-
dance with the manufacturer's suggestion. This 
will help with any warranty issues that might 
come up. Proper maintenance is the easiest 
(and cheapest) way to insure the least amount of 
boating hassles or expensive repairs.

3. Trailers are the most neglected part of a 
boat. All safety items such as winch straps and 
safety chains need to be in good condition at all 
times. The wheel bearings should be greased 
and hub areas kept clean. Trailer brakes should 
be serviced the same as you would on your 
truck. Proper tie downs and boat placement on 
the trailer will greatly reduce stress from exces-
sive bounce while traveling.

4. Purchase a transom saver for your kicker 
motor. It will save on transom brackets and mo-
tor lift problems further down the road.

5. Periodically check all power and ground 
connections on your batteries and for boats 
equipped with kicked motors that have detach-
able connections. Find out what size fuses your 
boat needs to operate its electrical systems and 
carry sparesÐit is an inexpensive ® x and often 
the source of electrical malfunction.

6. Check your jet unit for ® shing line 
that gets wrapped around the shaft. It 
can get caught in the rotor seal spring 
and will tend to pull the seal out of en-
gagement. Look up through the intake 
grate with a  ̄ashlight. Also inspect the 
condition of your intake grate itself. 
Check for cracked or broken bars. If they 
do break off, they can cause extensive 
damage.

7. Consider installing a sand trap. It 
is a good investment that helps save on 
clogged heat exchangers and engine 
overheating problems. Replacing burnt 
or damaged exhaust hoses is expensive, 
not to mention the internal damage to 
your engine when overheating occurs.

8. Make sure you have a fully charged 
® re extinguisher, a small tool kit and 
jumper cables. You may not ever use 
them, but you might be able to help a 
fellow boater who is not so prepared.


